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GUEST EDOT@RIAL
American lndian Metaphysics
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Vin6 Deloria, Jr.
Americafl lndlan Studl€s
UniveGlty o, Arizona, Tucson

For m.ny ':cnoln6, ehirc' r<o!,r.d rh€
l(no{Ligr of Aaaicrn lndirnr, r.Er.d-
int sh..€v.! lh. Fopl. ..id .. 8ro..
r.!re! flF6tilion .nd inliniq !h.. rh.i!
o*n ri., ofth. world, : c.EpLr miEsr.
of rol!:o(!. rliEio6 doct'io., lnd C...1
n.lurd rocn c, w.r .hc hishe. idrdlcc-
runl ..i::r..ch!nr ot ou: .pcri.., Thit
porur: of e!.opntc p!od!.td ,ornc.
d!'.i< <f'r$.r3 in !h. hircoq ot !h.
w.,<crn halnphct!. Poo<. d. Laon wra.
&nn8 around rhc rou(h.:..crn Unild
S...c. vridy t r.chinr 6! th. Felft.ir!
of Yosrh, Ssdirh immigr.n.. on rh.
Dchmr! Rivcr imponias food fo,r thiny
_r..rr b..:u!. thev could nor rroy..rdin io rhn <@ntry. .nd d!. DonE
p.nr lEonins to ennib.lL.n bcc:u!. of
lh.n fa! ofihc le:l tndian!
,la r.cg,t ye... rhe h:: bcc[ en

.*.iudnS !o th. AG! !h.r Indi.n .!ib€
F.l.3 d Gorrid.r.bL t(nopl€dsc rhou.!i. n rl'.l rqtd. Unfolruwcty, nuch
of rhir .rrci.lion hs .o'r. (o0 trt. 6!
aayonc, ririre or Indie.q to r.clFculr
ror,l. ord!. r!6r impomn inforln lion
on l."dn pi.nt!, .d aniF.L oFrhc con-
dn.rL Ia . F..Id b!! un d...d dcvdorF

ticn , lndian cli8iou. lr.di.ior|. tr. aow
of ndo. in .r!n !o ehi(.r eho.. oyn ft.
lisrou. tr.dirioG h.vc .irh.! e.nlhd o.
b..n.e.hFd in G:c!io..ry tuadrncn
tri..n Flucru.line bctelrn . .lcognitlon
o. F..ric,l tnosl.dae .bot ! !h. eo.ld
pd€..d br lndi.!l..nd d/.!iah! drti.}
rn o 6,r d.ir r.n . 6a clE clisios. b u.!..r-
dioi a.xl rE<rploduc.iv< ir do.. nor er.
tributc o ladi:n: any con il.cD€y, no.
do.t it 3r88G!. th.( !h.i. vicgt of dlc
n:!ud {,orld.nd ..Ueioq! G.liry hd rny
no.! conr:poodcrcc end comp..ibili(y
rhrn & a..rBn illision .od i6 ri.nc..
l!s.c..i o. allins of.n ladi6 '!.ichc.'
or ee.n .o tndi:. 'tdision," e. rhould
foor. 6ur .r!.n.ion on rhc m.EphFict
,qr.!.d by ho.( Anrdien lndir tri6€
:nd d.!iv! 6om chn (.ffi:l p.r.p.der
lhc inixhr.ion rnd bda.6 whid nttu.rL

illctaphynct hs hrd..li6icuL ri c
ttiaiaS i.t inrdL< .1 .rrpc.!.bili.y in
r.r.!ra dd.r. L. .ondlioa. c! iE.,
Iy .br.d b! i"ne'iri6!u of EurEF.nt
uho <oinhiEd shrr Alr? d Nolrh V/hit..
hcd <alkd thc'6lhcy o{ rairphcd <an
c!tt.nG..,'vhki ir !o 3ry rhra !fur !hq,
r..chd A! con.lqionr io ehich .h.n
p!.r!i..r hld Ld rh6, rhcy ..Ia. !o b.-
Ii.v. !h!, hd ..cllntriy d..E!ibd ut.i.
m,.€ Erlicy. M.trphy.ici n€d nor bcr(
rh. bord.n o4 i6 p.r.. howffi, if E
uad.d.rnd ir .. simpiy thrt rct of fiac
p.irEiC.. qhi.h ee ru.r posr.. in od.r
.o 'n*! .a'r of thc yoild h whi6 w.
Iiv.. In &n t ir., !h! Indira La!n,l.ds.
o{!hc aaiur.l !,o.ld, oflh€ hum.n ro.ld,
.nd ofeh.lrE r!.liri6.rir bcrond ou'
s.n 6 h.. . coBir&nc, ehich fer su.-p.!l.. .nrhing d@i!.d by esr.ln

Th. b6. dc.criedon of lha Indi.n
rn.6phyli6 s.t .h( ..ri.arion rh,l d.
world. ..td dl k po.ribh e(Friqr(,.
coo.ri.u(cd . so<i.l r.rlir, . f:b.ic o{lc
i. which eirthias h.d .h. p6dbilirI of
inrirn r! kno*inr i.l.rioGhiF b.!:!r..
qldm.tdy, .vcrrhing q.r !.lrr.d Thi3
*o<ld rrr a uni6d world, : far a,y troo
dr. diioi .d .hd !!!!iL ,,orld p.in .d br '
I.n!!n ,cidre, Ea6 though a oa
trro.l..c rh! G.li!i6 of rha. r.o.ld inlo
con .Ft' fmiliar ro u. *oni d. sc..m
!.icati6. coo!.:(!, rud as rpe<., rio6, .id
6c|'8y, !h. lndiad s6.ld on.b. s.iC ro
coGi.t of .s banc cxpcli.nri.l dirncn
slon! which, 6!.n tos.th.r. prclid.d i
ru6.icn! mc.n! of h*ing rcB. oi rh.
,,orld. Th* rs <o.<cP!! wG pL.. .nd
por,s, p.!htp. bGtrd d.6n d u Diriru.l
powc! o. lifc forcc. !.mili..irv $irh !h.
p.Gondiry of obj.cE .od cfti.id of ih.
.a.unl wo.ld .n.bld lndi..!.o diecm
i mdh.dy whcrc.c.h liviag bciry h:d
is pr,orcr pi:c. .nd qh.c tind. of q-
p.ticmt. rh.! pl.c! .lloEd. <.Eount!C,
.nd ,r88Erd.

Vrclt6ti tqi.nlis! frqu.n ly $BiG!. l
.h:t !h. lndi.n uy of looting n rhc i'
Edd llc&d pr.rision b.E ll!. i. e.. not
c.p.bhof @r inrd..Ild in'n .h6..iel /
d..cripdoG of nrrc. Bu., .. Catljunr /
poiffd oo. vilh .!.p€c. !o !h. E<:lld
rimidv. nind, onc. a pcr3on lrlry ihc
pl.c.. of .hinr!, . h.r. sl.nc. 9U !!fff.
cicn. r! !.Fl.c! counting rnd, io nl6r in.
!.rncr., r.r E@ .calr:.€. Th! Irdnn
nind ,.l crnlidalbly rnor! ift.rlr.d in
I..!ninr rhr p6Fholosi.:l ch.rrcr.lir.ic.
of thinF rh.n in d..clibing rhcir mor.
pholoric.l rlr.rcirrq H.nc., io sh. in.
{rn(E eh.o ddlin8 conhon p<dondi,
r, tEitt ehich m6 ind eih.l! 3h.rcd.

wr'tos oF ct{AflcE
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.h.t i.r '.;.d to h. tr&ing rslrcnrc. envthing, Thc ehol' prccc'o{"i'n" i3

iJ,- . "."* '.icn G dF Gv6 th of findinr comnon dcmminrrcaji'.t *r*.r.aO.x *rc ininibh, vhich <ra de<ribc ltgc srouno o'drt:
reirilul qu.lirY oa rnit!.! ftd dE in' i6 th. EEt scn'r'l t.tlnt' ?ci.Cdne

Jir*"* i --.t" *'. r.ar* viGr .P .nFhinr ehi<h rcGscr csv chgif,<tion
o..Ji"i"dy.otc rphi*ie!.d s '.noh'h{s'- 'xilnry oq'dd' (h'
' r"},. *itii ,.a- rre cor'fonrcd r.n r.llY &c?(d l'bcl"nd' !h{ao!''
{i!h . lllofl6li.h ofs!*t'a.<ic!!c! rh.n not to b'siv"n xrndins o!r'riout 'n'n',i., f.r* ,t. ...*..;.. ro ntqrd col' don' Thi' w'Y oI 8ith6inr irlfonntlion
tcjr- In me inroductoo cogt*.. thst .boi,. rh' {odd-*vl oud'lvlhit' or
or&ure rnd rrfiaoor :!. &idrd I !!tt! co{.!.' rb,ud
..-".". i i -e-..r.r.-, "..-.: On of ?hc tlo" p"i!616p'dm"' fo!
tn ar.Urt 'hidt (Eold llo( udlrrard a Affiitn Indi'n lrud'a6 i' ro co c in-
air.inr'rtt t "...n a. ;^pler c{ prop. .o .ontlld rirh lhc lc'$ia8! of rcirne
*""i., eaai""-rrr, rhcr rre riurht , lhidt Purpon to.rpl'in Ph'nod'nr rl
iha. <i.ft. L tn obicctiw rnd srcti* \ mdY etPl'in'd bv cib'l tnoul'dq' 'ndsi. *r,i,nnd tv !D..iili.s "ho <rr{u[v I Fadid'on' Thc "tuhprion 

of (h' w""rn
e.iJ d'! DirE ilioE whi<h €6'* b.{o". \ 'd"edond ry3!"m i! th:t th' i6fof ion
rhc;. N;hi;B coqld b. tanh<t from rhc / aisp<"*a Uv coll'sc: ir ale'Yt 'oEG('*.f'. rac,..rr *i.n.. .oairhnallv rlP a.d th! Ui'f3 or r'rchins3 of th' rib'
ucnts rhe conscoru: ol rhc or:blirhcd .t' 'l*'F urons R'!'lv i! thi h"ar''
*i.iJ *r'..r.*. "t*"Y: 

tci.,c! rrc! . Th. G'chine of th' !'ib' '!' 'lncct
iC.rs out ol h:n4 V,,cr' oi rhc prortc$ .lirF morc complcc' bu' thcv r!'
me& by s!*.m !.icncc har besn madc o'i6ttd tos"d ' 'a' 

8!"'rd un&rtt'n&
i" .-.L. -a ..*- .t'o hrv. bc.n ingof Grli'v thn L 3ci'n'i6' !!E'ld'G-
i..ia.a -a *.*a in ,t ;' lif.iih.. onli And P!! i* (rib'l kno{l'ds' 'llno( 'L
to b< crnoniad bY . lw Scnartbtt w.Y' hts' b'ft'! Pftdierbditv t.€Fr 6'n
"l.i i- i.i.a -.*.p. rfc sra:[ct doe hod'!'r *i'nce, shi'h r+'nllY
.f I-,r. "rtlt ,t"* :rxe rhm rUr oP.nr" in tophi{i"tcd ltutoloait thn
r..r,.rt i"a.*1.* - *tl odv !o con6rn Pr"risi4 idd'iti'!''-i*r.i-*,a.". *. n .hd trli3Ld b, v'/' uv' in rn in&!tri'l' !'*nolosi€]
--*" a.r* *a. W *i.nc. ehich wotld in shic}' ' Lnowldsc of !o'nc' n
.ro.L rft . tr'. *r"* A.l& of inquirt. 6ft'n (h' l'Y 'o 'hPlovtun! 'nd d'nv
;;; ;ctrrcr, '"p..*"t thc s,un total !i,..' ir Gt nd'r in undc66ndinr hoe

"ii..-'i,,--i.ai.. n r.ct' .lstdt rll , thc r'.r'!' !ci'tY. vi'v! -9 '* '1"
of ,,!{trn !ci.rE! h rcducrioninin nmn I n.(Ual 'lorld-includinE' unto'luntr'lY'
."a *J,.-f-* *."-r.rrcnc:':c ar.3 p!'?lc a'l:ii!i'!' v=!m 3i':!" h'r
tnowlcdrc into prcdcrrnrn d cr?.!o!i6' no norrl b"i! 'nd i! Gnurtl' in':p'bl'
-iii "r*..a" '"r -a..'be ota.olrtn of rerolung hum'n Prcbid 6c'pt DY

thc &vic. o{ m:tinr humnr rc mrc
rnd hor. Iilre 6&!in6. Thdtoc. In'
dirn ttud.olt, .! ttGv t.udv !'i"r" 'nd.!'sinc6ini, thoold t.t(. r E 'nd 'n'k'-th. .#6d to tloin . fEll lleULdr' ol
tr.&ion t Eih.l lo.t. EEn if rt T t dth'
ron.. !..!n idPdribL und!' airing
ki6ci6< c*DLanioo oJ Ph<tFGa+ ln'
di.n ..ud.ns ,lsld rtot cejh drcrd
rh rhci! nib.. h.v! r'd'ion'llt b''
li.v.d. Th.r! i. srd.!.rrcdlY ' F€&'nd
hnowldgc ptecat in rn:nY thi4r rhkh
tlrc cdbc' hav< Ptgervd.

Rich..d Fo!d'. .nich on "SciErr' in
Nadvc Amdicr" i! a s6i r.Pr* 'ri!'pi€.. r..osni:ins thc knoslds' o{ ln'
di.t!. k AidY,!rv33.h. vlriorB "FCitof lnooldrc whld lndirro had and rivts
',qn.bl. .rol.n rio.rs of sora ol th'
*rn in *hich or anceto.. und'Er@d
Mlunl phG'Es.B Cotsd'nn! ilE Pe
<n! s..t. of thinr!, i( is ihPolt'it ro'
ichola.s 3uch .5 Ford (o t.sin ro hllP q'
br..k $. i<. of !sno..r'i. :od ndcct
qhich h.. b.dl $ru. ulon or! Exiid'ru
fo! n?. Y h!f. nill.niq'n' Mdrout rh<
6ic of !€.o..rd Bhir. rchol'E thdc
i! littlc .hrn<e th.t w. <:n t'r irfi<icnt
.ft.lltiori flom thc lcicntii' "'!Uithl!'otiE ordd (o otad @t @n c"'' &rr E
-e lrm.bg lhtt .'.rt .6icL whEh
racm* ro dinuo thir probLo rhould
b. und.Ftood .s . (:ll for ..(h o' ut to
6.tr iato th..:ch.ns! 6fknoll'dr'' ln
,hit *ne. ;ord cdk d' .. N"iv' Amr'
ic.n. to b..omc ho!. relY lcic i6c-ro
cffGr ou! k..c*l.dc! ro thr l'rF tEein

Jr,JItE r9a6


