By C. ROBERT ZELNICK
Daily News Staff Writer

~ The Cook Inlet Native Association has urged the United States Senate
to confirm the appointment of Alaska's Gov. Walter J. Hickel as Secretary of.

Interior in the new cabinet of President-elect Richard M. Nixon.
The action was taken Saturday as Association President Don Wright
polled the governing board of directors by telephone pursuant to the organiza-
tion’s by-laws. The Cook Inlet group has approximately 200 Native members

in the Greater Anchorage area.
SUPPORT FROM . the . Association
came at a time when opposition to the

Hickel appointment appeared to .be .

mounting in Washington. Members of
the Eastern press establishment have
been increasingly critical of the gover-
nor's conservation views. Others have
suggested Hickel is in concert with the
major oil interests in the country and
that he has relegated Native matters to
a position of secondary importance
during his two-year tenure in office.
But the most imporiant issue con-
fronting the state’s Native population of
roughly 50,000 is the adjudication of
their aboriginat- land-claims_agafrse-the-
state and federal governments. ' “We
have the personal assurance of .the

Governor,” said Wright, “that he will =

press for ‘speedy “Congressional action
on the land claims bill and that he will
protect Native interests while the bill
is pending before Congress.”

Hickel, as governor, has been deep~
ly embroiled in the land claims con-
troversy. The state’s Natives, by choice,
have moved for a political rather than
a legal settlement of their claims, and
have sought action from both the state
and national legislatures.

TWO YEARS ago, Secretary of In-
terior Stewart Udall clamped a so-
called “land freeze” on the state, for-
bidding conveyance of federal lands
selected by Alaska pursuant to the
Statehood Act of 1958. {

On December 11, the day Hickel's
appointment was announced, Udall is-
sued a further executive order with-
drawing some 260 million acres of
federal land in Alaska from selection
by the ‘state or any other party. Udall
justified both moves as being designed
to .protect Native lands from possible
alienation prior to settlement of the
claims dispute.

Both orders were severely criticized
by Hickel as “tending to set one group
of citizens against another,” and being-
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«calculated to send the state down the
tubes.”

THE LAND fretze has been de-
clared unconstitutionsd by the US.
District Court sitting in Anchorage.

Hickel, however, has econsistently

placed himself on record as favoring
a "gensrous” land claims settlement.
Under his direction, a “task force” was
set up during 1967 to study the mat-
ter. The force, consisting of represen-
tatives from the native groups, state
government and  Department of
Interior, recommended a package
amoynting to 40 million acres of land
and $500 million in monetary compen-
sation for the various tribes and yil-
A bill encompassing those provi-
sions was introduced by Sen, Ernest
Grusning during the last Congression-

8l session. It failed to come to 3 vote,

however, suffering from a conspicu-

ous Jeck of support from both the Io-

tezior ent and the Bureau of
the Budget. A $50 million Jand claims
package passed by the state died last
October when Udall failed to lift| the
land freeze. ]

BICKEL HAS been urged by the
state’s native: groups to maintain both
the freeze and the withdrawal, but he
has said Ynly that he will “protect na-
tive interests,” while Congress deliber-
ates the claims situation,

Some native leaders have suggested
that the freeze and the withdrawal are
their only leverage with Congress, while
others haye maintained that a sympa-
thetic Secretary of Interior is a more
valuable political asset than either the
freeze or the withdrawal, Wright stresse
¢d the governor’s promise of continued
support for state and federal claims
Jegislation.

“We know we will have the ear of
Mr. Hickel in Washington,” said
Wright, “as we haye had it in Juneau.
Failure of the Senate to confirm the
appointment would be a severe blow
to the state of Alaska and its native
population.”
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